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When | was first asked to be part of the IDA team, | was very nervous but excited as it was my first
time using an online classroom to teach, and no amount of classes is able to replace actual experi-
ence in teaching.

So, teaching online was a very big challenge for me.

But, thankfully, God is guiding me with His strength, and everything from teaching art, painting,
handcrafting, becoming a barista, gardening, and other activities that sound like they could only be
taught physically went very well under His supervision!

The students and their parents worked hand in hand for every lesson we had.

| felt their growth holistically, the trials they faced as they grew, and it was so rewarding to see the
smiles of accomplishment on their little faces as they overcame all the challenges and completed
each assignment successfully, session by session. | always look forward to each and every class, full
of hope and excitement.

Every student, every piece of work, and every shared experience with them at IDA has become a pre-
cious spiritual treasure for me to look back on with happiness.

| thank God that | have learned many lessons while teaching, influencing lives with lives and touching
hearts with hearts. Most importantly of all, by facing challenges positively, you will obtain joy in the
end, regardless of the outcome.

(MicheleZH%H)
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When | was approached by the IDA team, | was reluctant to join because | had no idea how to teach
baking online.

I thought to myself, | can only cook for them. With my husband’s encouragement, | invited my
cousin, who is also a teacher, to assist me in teaching online.

A week after | agreed to teach the IDA children, | was so stressed that | couldn’t sleep. My husband
was there looking at me while | rehearse every day to prepare myself for the class. It was ironic be-
cause | was excited but yet nervous at the same time.

My stress reduced gradually because the children in IDA are adorable. Although some were unable
to express and respond, they were able to complete baking with my step by step instructions.

I have been teaching for the past six months. | am very happy to see the children complete their
work, especially those moments of children holding their cookies or cake with a smile on their faces.
These gave me a sense of accomplishment.

I hope every lesson taught will be helpful for their future.

Dear IDA’s Children, your enthusiasm to learn motivates me! You all have
moved me, you are special in my eyes. You are the best! | am glad to be able (Summer ZHZH)
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Hi, my name is Lee Xiao Tong. | am 21 years old. | am a severely autistic child with very
poor communication skills. | learned how to make paper rattan bags under the guidance
of my special educator and my mother. | am making them everyday. | am writing this
message with my mom’s assistance. | hope to continue to get everyone’s support so
that | can move forward. | am thankful to be able to join IDA. | enjoy learning and

meeting new friends here.
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My name is Tze Zou. | am 15 years old. | used to be a
normal and healthy child until | was down with en-
cephalitis in 2008. | was an adventurous child that
loved sports and outdoor activities. Unfortunately, |
am experiencing difficulty in my speech, unbalanced
gait and trembling hands.

I am grateful that my parents are always there for
me. They are still looking out to help, teach and en-
courage me. | was introduced to IDA by a friend in
June 2021. Since then, | have never failed to attend
classes every week. | learnt how to be independent,
something | never thought | could do. | am able to
meet new friends here. | am very happy. | will con-
tinue to try my best. | may not be able to complete a
task immediately but with a little more patience, |
am able to do it! | have learnt not to give up easily!



